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\ How Critical Is the Priest Shortage? 
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OR YEARS NOW we have been 

hearing about the great need for 
more religious. But because the 
majority of American Catholics find 
a priest present when they go to 
Sunday Mass or to confession, they 
are unfortunately complacent about 
the situation. 

If they take time to look around, 
they see that our country has more 
Catholic schools, colleges, universi- 
ties, hospitals, orphanages and homes 
for the aged than any other nation. 
From the cradle to the grave, the 
Church cares for its people. ..so 
what more do we need? 

Yes, it’s true that 20 years ago 
most Catholic schools were staffed 
entirely by sisters or brothers and 
today there is about one lay teacher 
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for every three or four religious. But, 
aside from the large financial burden 
this puts on the parish...which the 
people must pay for...many feel 
this is a healthy situation. “It gives 
a school balance.”’ 

Most Catholics find it impossible 
to imagine a time when they will 
be able to attend Mass only every 
other Sunday. And yet this, or 
worse, has long been the situation 
in many places. 

The Whole Picture 

Officially, the U.S. has about 
53,000 priests which means there is 
a ratio of one priest for about every 
1,160 Catholics. Since the Church 
says that a priest should be able to 
care for 1,200 souls, the picture 
doesn’t look so bad. 





Not only in the missions, but in the 
‘U.S. also, many priests must travel 
from 50 to 100 miles on Sunday morn- 
ings to say Mass in scattered towns. 

However, the statistics don’t take 
into account the many priests who 
are full-time teachers or administra- 
tors or who live a cloistered, monastic 
life. Furthermore, our Catholic pop- 
ulation is rising at the rate of 1.5% 
a year and religious personnel is in- 
creasing only .4% a year. At the 
present pace, it won’t be too long 
before the Church is unable to staff 
her own institutions 

While most of our large urban 
areas now have a fairly good per- 
centage of priests, this is not true in 
many of the sparsely-populated sec- 
tions of the South and West. Even 
large cities such as Los Angeles have 
such a shortage that missionaries 
have had to come from other countries 
to care for the people. Irish brogues 


far outnumber Western drawls in the 

pulpits and the rapidly growing pop- 

ulation only worsens the situation, 
Home Missioners 

In many -areas, the problem js 
partially solved by home mission. 
aries. Most of us are familiar with 
some of the Orders which care for 
Catholics in the South and West... 
including the Indian reservations, 
But the number of active religious 
in these areas is still a “drop in the 
bucket” compared to the great need, 

Despite their own shortage of 
personnel, the PIME Missioners 
sent four priests to sparsely-settled 
New Mexico parishes where the Faith 
was being weakened by a lack of 
clergy. In areas such as this, a priest 
often travels from 50 to 100 miles 
every Sunday morning to say Mass 
in two or three widely scattered 
towns. 

While the US. situation is serious 
and becoming more critical, it is still 
much better than in most of the 
world. The most extreme case is 
Guatemala where there is only one 
priest for every 14,606 Catholics. 
Obviously, most of these people get 
little religious training. 

In the whole of Latin America, 
with its 150 million Catholics, ther 
is an average of one priest .for every 
4,785 Catholics. The Church came 
to Latin America with the Con 
quistadores but many circumstance 
during the last four centuries have 
created the present problem. 
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Help Needed 

The Church is desperately trying 
to improve conditions but with over 
100,00 priests needed, it is obvious 
that help must come from other 
parts of the world. In the Catholic 
Mind, Fr. J. Luzzi, S.J. wrote, ““The 
entire continent needs priests and 
looks to the Catholic world for help 
in order to revivify itself. Without 
this external aid, it will be impossi- 
ble to put things right again.” 


While the majority of the people 
insist they are Catholics... and con- 
sidering the lack of guidance, this in 
itself is amazing ...they know prac- 
tically nothing about even the basic 
beliefs of their religion. Ignorance, 
of course, is the chief factor hindering 
vocations and so the cycle continues. 


Many missioners believe that it 
has been the strong devotion to Our 
Lady that has enabled the people to 
persevere in their faith. In little else 
is there a unity of belief and fre- 
quently what they do believe in is 
more superstition and local custom 
than Church doctrine. 

For instance, in many places, the 
people are practically fanatical 
about infant baptism and yet are 
completely blase about the sacra- 
ment of matrimony. 

This ignorance, mixed with very 
poor living conditions, also has 
world implications. The people are 
often open to any doctrines which 
offer them better things in life. . . 
such as the false promises of Com- 
munism. 

It is interesting to note that in 
1953, in the Archdiocese of Santiago, 
Cuba, only 25,000 of the 135,000 
Catholics received even occasional 
instructions in their Faith. This may 
explain to many why Catholic Cuba 
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has so many people leaning toward 
Communism. 

In Argentina, 93% of the people 
are baptized Catholic but only 10 
to 20% of them attend Sunday 
Mass. About 5% make their Easter 
duty. The situation is no better in 
Brazil where vast areas of dense 
jungle and nearly unbearable climate 
combine to hold back the work of 
the missionaries who are there. 

In Africa, which is four times 
the size of the United States and 
has the world’s fastest growing 
Catholic population, efforts are to- 
tally inadequate. There are 10 times 
more priests in an American diocese 
than in one in Africa. Furthermore, 
the number of Catholic converts is 
very small when compared with the 
vast millions who are becoming 
Moslems. It is littlke wonder that 
this “‘continent of the future” is 
crying so desperately for more priests. 

In all the non-Christian countries, 
such as those in the Middle East, 
the Orient and Africa, there are only 
25,000 priests for 1,800 million 
non-Catholics. This is nearly 100,000 
non-Christians for every priest. Com- 
pare this to the U. S. figure of 3000 
non-Catholics for each priest and 
you can see why the Church en- 
courages us to send clergy to the 
missions even though we are short 
ourselves. 

Quite frequently we hear it said, 
‘‘Why should we send our boys to 
the missions when they are needed 
so badly right here in the States?” 

We might counter with the ques- 
tion, “‘Where would we be if the 
European Church had_ thought 
selfishly of its own needs and 
hadn’t sent priests over here?’ 

Priests were badly needed in 
Europe at the time they were 








generously sending us many mis- 
sionaries. And, as we mentioned, 
they are still sending us priests 
today. Up until 50 years ago, the 
U.S. was still considered a mission 
country. 

Today, while the U.S. contributes 
more than 70% of the money 
needed to run the Catholic missions, 
it contributes only six percent of the 
missionary personnel. This is a 
terrific lack of proportion which is 
only partly explained by the fact 
that the Church is young here and 
the number of candidates in mission 
seminaries has been growing. 


When young Americans are urged 
to go to the missions, it doesn’t 


FRONT COVER 


A PIME priest says Mass in the open 
of Brazil. The 


eoplie in the area were 


air in the jungles 
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mean that home obligations are to 
be abandoned. It only reflects the 
great desire of the Church for the 
Faith to be established in every part 
of the world. Certainly the Church 
is established in a very visible man- 
ner in the U.S. 

Even with the scarcity of priests, 
every American who really wanted 
to know about the Catholic Church 
could get literature and find a priest 
within a few miles. How different is 
the situation in the missions where 
there is neither literature, nor 
churches, nor priests in many areas, 

Strangely enough...or, con- 
sidering God’s Divine Justice, not 
so strange... the countries that have 
sent the most missionaries have been 
most blessed with clergy at home. 
It seems that the great sacrifices 
made by those who go to the mis- 
sions inspires many others and, while 
not all follow them, many more are 
stimulated to enter religious life. 

As Catholics, we should be very 
aware of the world situation as well 
as the home situation. If we are, we 
are more likely to do the things 
necessary for fostering vocations. 
That is: pray, encourage our youth 
to consider religious life, lead more 
intensely Catholic lives and try to 
create a more religious environment 
in the home. 

We must join with Pope Pius XIl 
who said, “We feel the deepest 
concern and solicitude that nothing 
be left undone to permit the work 
of the apostolate throughout the 
world.” 

The clergy is not minted or man 
ufactured or grown in the fields. 
They come out of our ,own homes. 
We need them, the world needs them, 
it is up to us to help supply them. 
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THREE MINUTE MEDITATION 


What To Say—And Not To Say 
To Potential Religious 


By FATHER ROBERT, PIME 





Johnny looked mournfully down at the toe of his shoe as his older brother 
held his sides and doubled over with laughter. “Oh, you really crack me up!” 
| Bill exclaimed. ‘‘Imagine! You wanting to be a priest. That's a riot.’ 

Johnny walked away sadly. He had always shared secrets with his beloved 
older brother but now that Bill had treated his great confidence as a big joke, he 
felt shattered. ‘‘Maybe | was wrong thinking |! had a vocation,’ he mused. ‘‘Bill 
certainly seems to think so!’’ 

It's possible that Johnny thought no more about becoming a priest after this 
incident. And it's also possible that Bill's thoughtlessness resulted in there being 
one less priest in the world. Frankly, | would hate to think of facing God with this 
sinon my soul. And | think most Catholics feel the same way . . . although they 
often don’t realize that their words and actions may result in lost vocations. 

If you have a friend or relative or, perhaps, one of your children, thinking 
of religious life . . . what should you say to them? First . . . don’t laugh at 
them or discourage them. This is a delicate subject and they want and need 
serious counsel . . . not ridicule. Unfortunately, too many Bills have laughed 
too many Johnnies right out of going to the seminary. 


This is the main advice to give to those thinking about religious life: ‘‘Talk 
toa priest as soon as possible. Choose this one, or some other priest that you have 
confidence in, as your spiritual director and go to confession to him regularly. 
Consult him about the Order you're thinking of entering or ask him which Order 
he feels you are best suited for.”’ 

Any other course of action is very unwise and the person may lose his or her 
vocation as a result. Those who can’t take the advice of a spiritual director before 
they enter would never be able to adjust to the strict discipline that is part of 
religious life. 

Naturally, daily prayer, frequent reception of the sacraments and reading 
vocation literature is also highly advisable. It is also better if the person refrains 
fom a great deal of dating. :; 

All Catholics should read more about vocations so that they'll understand 
the religious life better. Single Catholics should never dismiss the idea that they 
might have a vocation until they have seriously considered it and discussed it with 
apriest. Some never have the desire to enter because they don’t know enough 
about the life and haven't thought about it enough. 

By the way . . . how long has it been since YOU seriously thought about 
entering religious life ? 
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THE PRIEST WHO 


BY REV. JOS. SALSONE, PIME 


T IS 11:30 at night in a small vil- 

lage in Kengtung, Burma. All the 
orphans have been put to sleep and 
the town is as silent as a graveyard. 
The only sign of life is a soft light 
flickering in the doorway of the 
bamboo chapel. For a long while it 
silhouettes a dark figure. 

But when the figure picks up the 
lantern and emerges through the 
door, it is like watching a ghost 


Fr. Gratious (at right) takes time 
out for a smoke while talking to Fr. 
Vinci, a recent arrival in Burma from 


the U.S. 
« gt ’ 


speaks, 


glide through the night. The long 
white robe is topped by a wrinkled 
countenance surrounded by 4 
shaggy, white beard. So silently 
does the ghostly apparition cross 
the yard to the missioner’s house 
that even the dogs do not bark. 

Every night this strange figure 
takes the same walk but no one is 
frightened for they know the “ghost” 
is Fr. Gratious, PIME. 

The Figure Returns 


Early the next morning, while it 
is still dark, the same figure returns 
to the chapel for prayers and medi- 
tation. Afterward, he strikes an old 
gong (his bell was stolen during the 
war) and soon the school children 
and many of the local villagers 
arrive for Mass. 

If, at this point, you think of Fr. 
Gratious as a quiet, old missioner 
who will soon be going to meet his 
Maker, you must soon change your | 
opinion. For immediately after Mass, > 
Fr. Gratious begins to speak and, it | 
our vernacular. “All hell ea 
loose.” | 

The missioner has a pair of lungs | 
as powerful as his muscles. When 
the rafters shudder; 
when he shouts... try not to te 
standing nearby as the thunder wil” 
deafen you. 
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Morning chores are soon under- 
way as everyone is shouted into his 
assignment. Fr. Gratious gives a 
good example for he works as hard 
as four men. At least he did. But 
since he is nearing 60 he says he feels 
his age and must slow down a little. 
So now he only works as hard as 
three men. 


The Builder 


A missioner must not only be a 
man of prayer but of hard work. In 
the Kengtung mission, he is also a 
mason and is frequently found mak- 
ing bricks out of clay and baking 
them in the sun. Fr. Gratious has 
done much building for his orphans 
and poor people but he has never 
been able to build a decent church. 

The small chapel is made of bam- 
boo with a thatched roof. “It’s a 
shame! After so many years I still 
haven’t built a church,” Father 
declares in the quietest tone he 
seems capable of. You rub your ear 


When Fr. Gratious speaks, the 
tafters tremble; and when he 
shouts... don’t stand too close!! 
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and move back three feet before he 
gets a chance to continue. 

“‘Now I hope to build a_ nice 
church with a huge cross which will 
look right over the Bamboo Curtain 
into China,” he booms. 

Fr. Gratious is only a few miles 
from Red China, and he can see 
across the frontier from his window. 
Once, while he was on a trip to 
visit some of the nearby villages, 
the Chinese Communists rushed 
across the Burmese border and 
arrested him. 

The Search 


They opened all his luggage but 
found nothing interesting enough 
to give them an excuse to drag him 
into the ‘‘Red Paradise.”’ Everything 
they found in his Mass Kit belonged 
to another Paradise which they 
couldn’t understand. The soldiers 
asked him who the man on the Cross 
was and he told them. After a con- 
fused discussion among themselves, 
they finally let him go. 





This incident convinced the mis- 
sioner that he had to build a Church 
with a cross the Communists could 
see. It would also serve as a beacon 
to those thousands of refugees who 
try to flee across the border to 
escape servitude in the “Red Para- 
dise.”’ 

He now has the land ready ior the 
church but is hopefully praying for 
the money to build it. He promises 
that the names of benefactors will 
be engraved on the cross which will 
be a light of salvation to those flee- 
ing from a pagan land. 

I might add that if any of our 
generous readers help Father out by 
sending him some High Mass 
stipends, even the Commies across 
the Bamboo curtain will hear him 
singing! 2» 


I never can understand the instruc- 
tions with these do-it-yourself kits. 


PIME NEWS 


‘Sandy’ T 
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After March 18 — Father Garzarelli 
PIME’s first American priest. 


One of the most important 
milestones in PIME’s U:S. history 
occurs Saturday, March 18, when 
Philadelphia-born Santos ‘‘Sandy” 
Garzarelli becomes the first American 
to be ordained a PIME Missionary 
of SS. Peter and Paul. 

His Excellency, John F. Dearden, 
Archbishop of Detroit, will ordain 
Sandy in the chapel of the recently 
opened Maryglade Seminary in 
Memphis, Michigan. 

The next day, Fr. Garzarelli, 
PIME, will celebrate his first Mass 
at 10 a.m. at Blessed Sacrament 
Cathedral in Detroit. The public is 
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e Ordained March 18 


invited to the Mass and to the re- 
ception which follows in the grade 
school hall. 

The following Sunday, the newly 
ordained priest will sing another 
special Mass at St. Augustine’s 
Church in Richmond, Michigan, at 
11 a.m. 

On Easter Sunday, he will cele- 
brate High Mass in St. John the 
Baptist Church in Columbus, Ohio. 
Friends of PIME are, of course, in- 
vited to these Masses also. 

Easter Monday he will say Mass 
at the PIME Minor Seminary in 
Newark, Ohio, and the following 
Sunday, April 9, at his home parish 
of San Donato in Philadelphia. 

This personable young ex-Navy 
man, who at one time taught danc- 
ing and acrobatics and hoped to 
become a Broadway star, is now 
delighted that he chose to join 
Christ’s apostles instead. He will 
return to Maryglade following his 
home visit and continue his studies 
until June. After this he will receive 
his first assignment. 


AWARD GIVEN PIME FILM 


From Italy, news has been re- 
ceived that the PIME movie, “The 
Touch of His Hand,” has received 
another award. This time it was 
honored with one of the 13 prizes 
given in Rome by the National 
Office of the Pontifical Mission 
Societies for the best mission films. 

His Eminence Cardinal Gregory 
Peter Agagianian, Prefect of the 
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Sacred Congregation ‘‘de Propa- 
ganda Fide,” presented the awards 
which were donated by various 
agencies of government and of the 
cinema world. 

The unique movie about life in a 
Burma leprosarium was directed and 
produced in the Kengtung Leper 
Colony by Detroit Producer Bill 
Deneen. It tells about the work of 
Fr. Cesare Colombo, PIME, (see 
last month’s CATHOLIC LIFE) 
director of the leprosarium, who is 
priest, doctor, architect, teacher, 
mechanic, etc., etc. in the colony. 

Groups interested in seeing the 
film should write: PIME Films; 
121 E. Boston Blvd.; Detroit 2, 
Michigan; or call TA. 8-8515 for 
further information. 





SEMINARIANS ARE HI 


IN CASE YOU'VE EVER WONDERED 


Ox DAY during my last vacation, I had a fellow seminarian 
over to our house. After he left, someone remarked, ‘‘He’s 
certainly a lot of fun. Does he act like that in the seminary?” 

The question surprised me so that all I could answer was, 
“Of course!"’ But since then, I’ve realized that many people think 
of a seminarian as a quiet, rather aloof person, who spends most 
of his time studying or in chapel. 

Well, if this is what you’ve been thinking...let me set you 
straight. Seminarians are definitely human! We're just like other 
boys our age. 

This is my third year in the seminary... but even if it were 
only my first, I could easily tell you that a seminarian is not a 
pious univac. We are really a happy group; we like to run and 
play and enjoy life. 

, It’s true that we spend much of our day in the classroom. But 
what high school boy doesn’t? We are naturally trying to grow 
closer to God but, aside from morning Mass and meditation, we 
spend less than an hour a day in chapel. 

Every day we have a two hour recreation period in the after- 


noon and a 55 minute one after supper. Right now we play indoor 
games such as basketball and ping pong. But soon we'll be outside 
again playing football, volleyball and softball. 

Not many of our group are outstanding players but, despite 
our lack of skill, we all enjoy playing. We know that this exercise 
makes us happier and keeps our heads clear. “All work and no 
play” applies to us too, you know. 





BEINGS BY A HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT 
; IN PIME’S MINOR SEMINARY 
§ ARELIKE, HERE’S ONE TO TELL YOU. 


Also, we build up physical strength in this way. When we 
become priests, we won’t be working in America with all the 
modern conveniences. We'll be in primitive areas doing strenuous 
work so it’s important that we grow into strong men. 


No one in his right mind would call us angels. We’re just 
growing boys with the usual tempers and arguments. But we try 
our best to control ourselves and to reason things out. What 
better way can we prepare ourselves for working with all kinds of 
people when we become priests? 

In addition to all this, we play because we like to play, be- 
cause we enjoy recreating with those who may one day be our 
companions in the missions. 

Besides games, we also go on hikes three times a week. Few 
things are as enjoyable as an afternoon’s hike across the 
countryside. 

About once a month our routine is interrupted by a Church or 
civil holiday. On these free days we have no classes or study halls 
and have extra time for hiking and sports. Some days we decorate 
the main hall and plan for an evening party. We have a special 
dinner and then play games for crazy prizes. This is topped off with 
a good movie. These days give us something to look forward to and 
keep us from getting into a rut. 

And you can be sure that we enjoy ourselves as much as your 
sons.or nephews. So, the next time you picture a seminarian... 
throw away the idea of a cardboard saint and think of us as normal, 
happy boys trying to do God’s will. ,Qé 





A Boy Enters A Seminary; 
A Man Exits As A Priest — 


A Cl Picture Story about 
steps a boy takes from the 
he enters a seminary until 
important day when he 
ordained. : 





Usually a boy starts 
thinking seriously about 
the priesthood while still 
in grade school. The 
Church feels this is good 
and encourages a boy to 
enter the seminary in his 
first year of high school. 

Those who are in- 
terested in becoming 
PIME Missionaries go to 
Newark, Ohio, to the 
minor seminary where, 
asin other Societies, they 
take regular high school 
courses, become adjusted 
toa seminary routine and 
learn more about religious 


Together the boys 
participate in daily Mass, 
i classes and have 
tun. Recreation is impor- 
tant for growing bodies 





Recreation is still important. 





More studying. 


if 


After high school, of course, comes college. For PIME Seminarians, 
means going several hundred miles north to Maryglade in Memphis, Michi 
In this newly-built Major Seminary, the young men begin their adva 
studies and develop into manhood. 

For most, philosophy will be their major with the usual general ce 
in science and the arts. Hobby shops help them develop skills in wood-work 
photography and radio which will aid them in the missions. A daily work p 
finds them learning many other manual skills from cutting hair to fixing 
furnace. 

After college, there is a special year of spiritual formation which e 
a seminarian to develop a more mature spiritual life and outlook. The i 


a 


n 
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Maryglade Major Seminary. 


The first step: Sub-deacon. 


ST ee 


F strength gained during this important year helps a priest overcome the many 
_ tials and temptations he must face during his life-time. 


A four year course in theology is then begun and the young man learns 

aii the fine points he must know about his religion. At the end of his third 

™ year, he receives the first major Order on the way to the priesthood when he 
_ ordained a sub-deacon by the Bishop. 


At this special ceremony he is consecrated to God by a vow of chastity. 
)Dispensation must be obtained from the Holy See for a candidate to leave 
“Wligious life after receiving this Order. A sub-deacon is allowed to assist at 
| Mass when there is a Solemn High Mass with three priests. 
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At the start of his 
year of theology, a semi 
is ordained a Deacon. He 
now distribute Holy Com 
munion, read the Gospel an 
preach in Church. Bece 
his vestments are diff 
and he is wearing a mar 
we know the young man 
the right is a Deacon. 


2 


A 10 day retreat usually 
precedes ordination so that 
the Deacon is completely pre- 
pared to receive the great 
sacrament of Holy Orders. 
There can be no turning back 
once the Bishop puts his hands 
on the young man’s head 
and says, ‘Thou art a priest 
forever.” 
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For missionary priests, there is another important step: the Departure 
Ceremony. Before he leaves his home country, sometimes for ever, the Bishop 
presents him with his missionary cross which will remain with him for the 
rest of his life. 


The young priest starts his long journey with mixed emotions. He is sad 
as he says farewell to family and friends, but joyful that he is about to start 
his life’s work. When he arrives in his new mission... well, Father finds there 


is still a lot to learn. QZ 





Why 
Are 


Vocations 
Lost? 


By FR. BILL, PIME 


lf 70% of our Catholic 
children are born with 
a religious vocation, why 
is there such a shortage 
of priests, brothers and 
sisters? 


20 


CCORDING to St. John Boseo, 
a man of deep ‘asight who spent 
all his life with children, about 70% 
are born with religious vocations, 

Visit any Catholic school and ask 
the children in the fourth and fifth 
grades, ‘“‘How many plan to enter 
religious life?’’ You will find St, 
John Bosco’s percentage about right. 

By the end of the eighth grade, 
however . . . the number is down to 
1 or 2 percent!! What happened? 
Did they find their true vocation or 
lose it? Who is to blame? 

We certainly cannot blame God 
who sows vocations in human souls 
with the abundance of the munifi- 
cence of His providence. 

Should we blame the children 
when they enter adolescence where 
the weaknesses of human nature 
first begin to be felt? Or is it the 
fault of parents who fail to under- 
stand and guide their children at a 
time which is most crucial in their 
lives? 

Two Types 


Certainly some parents are to 
blame ...and the main offenders 
fall into categories at opposite ex- 
tremes. The first group of parents is 
more concerned with their own 
well-being than with their children’s 
They may be the type who prince 
pally think of the older children a 
babysitters who will watch the littl 
ones while they go out and amuse 
themselves. They don’t care whom 
their children associate with, so long 
as they stay out of the way and dont 
bother them. 

Also in this category are parents 
who not only welcome but encourage 
youngsters to have close friendships 
with the opposite sex. They want 
their children to be ‘“‘popular” and 
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they talk about the ‘‘cute’’ parties 
and dances their Mary or Johnny 
go to. Dating or going steady seems 
“sweet” to this mis-guided parent 
who not only discourages a possible 
yocation but puts the child in dan- 
ger of an early tragedy or the pos- 
sible loss of his immortal soul. 

Isit any wonder that in such an 
atmosphere, a vocation suffocates 
and dies like the seed thrown into 
the bush of thorns? 

The Opposite Problem 


At the other extreme is the home 
which isapparently wholesome. where 
the children receive the best care 
and are carefully watched so that 
possible dangers will be avoided. 
Our Lord seems to be the real Master 
of the family and yet vocations do 
not develop because the parents are 
too possessive or over-bearing. 

These parents frequently pray 
fervently that some of their children 
will be religious. But, they feel they 
know best for their children and they 
want to choose the time, the Order 
and the way. In the belief that they 
are being fair, they push their chil- 
dren around to visit different re- 
ligious houses. 

The child is ‘‘free to choose”’ but 
it is quite obvious that the parents 
have already decided on some Order 
that fits their imagination. The Or- 
der must have a smart-looking habit, 
the members must belong to a re- 
spectable profession and, of course, 
they mustn’t be scattered around 
too much so that frequent visits are 
possible. This usually puts the 
missions out of the realm of their 
imagination and, therefore, their 
children couldn’t possibly have that 
kind of vocation. 

_ Their children may have some 
ideas of their own . . . perhaps they 
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have already made a decision about 
their vocation which is not at all 
what the parents have in mind. But 
the pressure is so intense that they 
either yield and enter an Order they 
have no business going into, or they 
completely give up the idea of 
religious life. Unfortunately, many 
vocations are lost by too much zeal 
and egotism on the part of the 
parents. 


YOU can have 
A PRIEST-SON 


Many of our seminarians need fi- 
nancial help to finish their studies. 
Can you “adopt” one? It costs $350 a 
year for four years of theology before a 
young man is ordained. 

You will receive a picture of your 
seminarian and may correspond with him. 
Naturally, a pledge is not binding should 
you have financial difficulties. 

Many spiritual benefits will be yours 
for giving this great gift to God — not to 
mention the tremendous personal satis- 
faction of knowing that you have a ‘’son”’ 
that is a priest. 

If you can’t adopt a seminarian, 
perhaps you can contribute toward his 
support. Any size gift is appreciated. 
PIME Missionaries; 121 E. Boston Blvd.; 
Detroit 2, Mich. 

Dear Father, | am enclosing $ to 
“adopt” a seminarian. 


(1 Please send more information. 


C1) 1 cannot adopt a seminarian but 
would like to contribute $ to- 
ward the support of one. 


Name 
please print 
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What Is Right? 


What, then, is the right attitude 
to have about vocations? 

The pagan philosopher Seneca 
summed it up with great wisdom 
when he said, ‘“The child is entitled 
to the greatest respect.” 

This attitude is correct for every. 
one: parents, relatives, counsellor, 
priests, sisters, etc. We must help 
the child discover what is God's will 


for him... not what we want for 
the child. Once we realize in what 
direction God is pointing the child, 
it is up to us to assist and encourage 
him to reach his goal. 

God created children; He, alone, 
should decide their destiny. God's 
purpose in all His creations is to 
manifest His magnificence and in. 
crease His glory. A _child’s life 
primarily concerns himself and his 
God. Any interference on our part 
is sinful presumption. 


God Must Choose 


God alone calls, He alone chooses. 
God loves mankind and His Church 
more than we love our children. If 
we don’t stand in the way, we will 
be abundantly provided with th 
clergy we need. 

Unfortunately, we too often do 
stand in the way. National surveys 
and the personal experiences of 
many priests and religious leades 
show that direct parental opposition 
is responsible for 50 percent of the 
failures to persevere in vocations 
This is the real reason why “Many 
are called, but few are chosen.” We 
refuse to co-operate with God. 

It is sad that such a situation 
should exist in a country where mos 
Catholics have access to extensive 
and excellent religious training. 
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Some would blame our youth, 
claiming that they are not attracted 
by the life of sacrifice and abnega- 
tion which religious life requires; 
they are too soft. 

This point seems lost when we 
consider that in World War II mil- 
lions of our men and women bravely 
endured every type of difficulty, 
discomfort and suffering for a noble 
cause. The Korean War followed 
shortly afterwards and again proved 
that our young people have what it 
takes. 

Potential Heroes 


The potentiality for sacrifice and 
heroism in our youth is equal to 
that of our ancestors. In their veins 
still runs the blood of noble ad- 
venture and conquest which prompted 
their fathers to come to this country 
and make it the most progressive 
land in the world. 

No, if vocations remain few, it is 
at least in part because we parents 
and advisers stand in their way; we 
impose on them an authority we 
have not; we presume an experience 
we have not; we frighten them with 
emphasis on their duties toward 
their family; we encourage them to 
delay following their call until the 
Voice of the Lord has been wiped 
out of their minds. 

No, youth alone is not to blame, 
but we also, if we allow personal 
desires or satisfactions to rob God 
of the potential apostles He had 
destined for the salvation of count- 
less souls in the world. 

Preventing our charges from doing 
God’s will is an attempt to cheat 
God Himself. But God is not cheated 
and we invoke His curse upon our- 
selves, “Cursed be he that doth the 
work of the Lord deceitfully.”’ (Jer. 
48,10) 4 
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When you buy mushrooms— 
GET THE BEST! 


GREAT LAKES 
MUSHROOMS 
CO-OPERATIVE 


Fresh and canned hothouse 
mushrooms sold at better 
groceries everywhere. 


Home office: 23950 Ryan Road 
Warren, Michigan 


SPONSORS 
McInnes - Desmond 
Funeral Directors 


16111 Woodward Ave. 


Detroit, Michigan Tel.: TO 8-4797 


ALINOS! FRENCH ICE CREAM CO. 
12748 E. McNichols Road 
Detroit, Michigan 

LA. 7-3195 


MEIER CAMERA SHOP 


12213 Woodward Ave. 
Detroit, Michigan 


Tel.: TO 8-6268 





WILL YOU JOIN HIM? 


This young PIME priest 
will soon be starting 

his life’s work in some 
foreign mission. It’s a 
big job! There will be 
100,000 non-Christians 
for every priest in his 
new home. 


He needs help. Perhaps 
YOU might like to join 
him? 


If you are thinking about 
becoming a foreign 


missionary write: 
PIME Vocation Director 
121 E. Boston Blvd. 
Detroit 2, Michigan 


Eighth graders are not 
too young to start 
planning; men under 
30 are not too old to 
join PIME. 








